Background: Eosinophilic esophagitis (EoE), is increasingly associated with foreign body/food impaction (FBI), requiring urgent endoscopic removal in children and adults. This study examines the prevalence of EoE in patients requiring FB removal in Calgary and its surrounding areas Aims: This study examines the prevalence of EoE in patients requiring FB removal in Calgary and its surrounding areas. Methods: A retrospective review of all emergency (ER) and urgent care FB presentations from November 2015 to September 2016 in a population of approximately 1.2 million people was performed. Patient's age, sex, clinical impression, endoscopy, and pathology was collected in agreement with local research ethics (ARECCI) guidelines. Results: A total of 334 patients presented for symptoms of FBI. 131 patients were excluded: 100 had FB that spontaneously resolved without a GI assessment and 31 had non-GI concerns. The remaining 203 patients underwent gastroscopy (EGD). Their average age was 39 ± 14 years; the majority were male (M: F ratio was 133:70). EoE was identified in 35% of all EGDs; 65% had other esophageal disorders ( Figure  1) . For the 72 patients in whom EoE was endoscopically evident, 22% were known cases of EoE whereas 78% underwent subsequent confirmation with biopsies. Biopsies were not performed in those with an endoscopically normal esophagus or a Schatzki's ring (Figure 1) . A minority of patients (35%) with EoE features had a biopsy at the initial endoscopy (Table 1) . Of the EoE cases, 9 patients (4 previously known and 5 new cases) had experienced more than one episode of FBI. Spearman's analysis did not show a significant correlation (p-value=0.6) between endoscopy and pathology diagnostic of EoE. The most common management in ER was to prescribe PPIs and repeat an EGD as an outpatient (90%). Conclusions: EoE is the most common cause (35%) of FBI necessitating urgent endoscopic removal in Calgary. As mucosal biopsies were not taken from all patients with FBI, the true incidence of EoE is likely underestimated. This study advocates Biopsies at initial EGD as a standard of practice for early detection and diagnosis of EoE.
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